
Personal Safety & Suspicious Activity
Observe • Leave • Report

GUIDE

Trust your instincts, create distance, and report facts. Personal safety comes before collecting information or confronting someone.
This guide is a quick reference, not a substitute for instructions from local authorities.

OBSERVE — notice facts when safe

Location, date, and time.

What happened or what behavior caused concern.

Descriptions: clothing, build, distinguishing features, bags,
tools, or direction of travel.

Vehicle make, model, color, license plate/state, damage,
and direction of travel.

Whether there is an immediate risk to a person, property, or
public safety.

LEAVE — protect yourself and others

Move to a safer, populated, well-lit area or secure location.

Do not confront, follow, block, or physically intervene with a
suspicious person.

Do not put yourself at risk to get a photo, video, plate
number, or more details.

If you are in a vehicle, keep doors locked and leave the
area if safe.

Help children, older adults, and others with access needs
get to safety.

REPORT — choose the right response

Call 911 for immediate danger, a crime in progress, fire, medical emergency, threats of violence, or when urgent help is needed.

Use a non-emergency reporting option for concerns that are not immediate. Report what you observed rather than making
assumptions about someone’s identity, intent, or motive.

Preserve notes after you are safe: time, location, description, vehicle details, direction of travel, and any report number.

Observation and report notes

Date / time Location What I observed
Description / vehicle /
direction

Report
no.

OBSERVE • LEAVE • REPORT
Keep this summary card accessible in a wallet, vehicle, or bag

NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

ONLINE REPORTING / AGENCY WEBSITE

! Call 911 for immediate danger or a crime in progress. Observe facts, leave the area, and do not confront or follow.
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